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The JCC and The Arc of San Diego Partner  
to bring Coffee and Inclusion

T he Arc of San Diego is 
excited to announce 

its partnership with the 
Lawrence Family Jewish 
Community Center (JCC). 
After being closed for 20 
months due to the pandemic, 
the JCC’s coffee shop, The 
Bean, is once again open 
for business. The Bean now 
features premium small batch 
coffee through a partnership 
with another local San Diego 
business, Snakebite, and 
has been revitalized as an 
opportunity for the JCC to  
live its value of inclusivity.

Since reopening in November 2021, The Bean has been 
staffed by clients of The Arc of San Diego. The Arc of San 
Diego is the largest and most comprehensive provider 
of services for individuals with disabilities in San Diego 
County, with the noble mission to support and empower 
people with disabilities to achieve their life goals. 

“The JCC has proudly cultivated a culture of inclusion 
within our center for over 26 years, and this new 
partnership is bringing its facility to the next level of 
inclusivity. We are building off of the amazing work in 
the inclusive space here at our JCC for so many years. We 
are proud to partner with an organization whose mission 
and vision aligns with our own vision of inclusion for all 
individuals participating in our community and look for 

this partnership to not just stop with 
the employment within The Bean, 
but also for it to spread throughout 
the center as our inclusion program 
continues to grow.” explained Betzy 
Lynch, CEO.

“We are excited to add The JCC 
to our growing list of community 
partners who are passionate about 
employing people with disabilities,” 
said Anthony J. DeSalis, President 
& CEO of The Arc of San Diego. 
“Through our Employment Services, 
we are able to offer customized 
support to each individual working 
at The Bean, helping them to be 

engaged, contributing members of our community.”

The Bean will remain a hub for individuals to gather and 
will also serve as a connector to the greater community. 
The long-term plan for The Bean is to support other local 
businesses and organizations within the shop by selling 
locally created arts and crafts, sweets, and other items 
crafted or created by individuals with disabilities.

The mission of the Lawrence Family Jewish Community 
Center is to connect the community to Jewish heritage, 
identity, experiences and values to ensure the continuity 
and vibrancy of the Jewish community. The JCC is 
committed to providing a welcoming and inclusive 
environment for San Diego’s diverse Jewish community 
and its greater general community.
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Dear Friends,

While we continue to navigate the many challenges 
surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic, I am proud of what 

we have achieved in the year 2021. We were able to adapt to a 
‘new normal’ and continue to serve and empower individuals with 
disabilities in our community. It is the needs of those individuals 
that continue to be our main focus, and I look forward to seeing 
our community grow even stronger together in 2022.  

In July 2021, we were able to welcome back a limited number 
of clients for in-person services at our six centers throughout 
San Diego County. We are continuing to recruit and hire staff so 
we can have additional clients on site at our centers. While we 
are excited to be offering in-person services, we remain focused 
on keeping our employees, clients, and visitors safe, and have 
implemented new guidelines for visitors and staff. We have 
remained vigilant in staying safe against COVID-19 and were able 
to provide the COVID-19 vaccine to more than 500 Arc clients 
and employees. 

Last year marked a very important milestone for The Arc of San 
Diego as we celebrated our 70th anniversary. We were proud 
to celebrate this achievement, as well as National Disability 
Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM) in October. Also in 
October 2021, we launched The Arc of San Diego’s new website, 
www.arc-sd.com, which is now mobile-responsive and features 
the latest design trends and technology. 

We are proud to reflect on what we achieved last year, but could 
not have done so without our dedicated network of staff, clients, 
volunteers, board members and supporters. With your support, 
we were able to continue providing essential services that help 
each of our clients live their best and most fulfilling lives. I am 
hopeful for the new opportunities 2022 will bring, and look 
forward to seeing what we will achieve together this year. 

Sincerely

Anthony J. DeSalis, Esq. 
President & CEO
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Dr. Dayna Wolfe 
Nurse Administrator, Residential Services

Melanie Jewell
Area Director of East County Training 
Center & The Sol and Ruth Gerber 
Family CenterThe Arc of San Diego is pleased to welcome Dr. 

Dayna Wolfe as our new Nurse Administrator for 
Residential Services. Dr. Wolfe has had her own private 
medical practice, specializing in Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation with a focus on chronic illness and disability 
and worked as a counselor at Jary Barreto Crisis Center, a 
residential short term Psychiatric Crisis Center. She joined 
The Arc of San Diego in April 2021 to continue to work 
with people with disabilities. 

Dr. Wolfe completed her undergraduate degree in 
Biopsychology at Cal State University, Chico, her pre-
medical studies at San Diego State University, and 
medical school at The George Washington University in 
Washington, D.C. 

As Nurse Administrator, Dr. Wolfe aims to become a 
good leader and an agent for positive change within the 
Residential Services department. To accomplish this, Dr. 
Wolfe plans to study, work hard, listen to and collaborate 
with others, have an open door policy, learn from her 
mistakes, and advocate for change where necessary. 

In her time with The Arc so far, Dr. Wolfe has enjoyed 
working with the clients and her colleagues, and that “no 
two days are the same.” In her free time, Dr. Wolfe has 
many interests that include body boarding, swimming, 
cinema, making art, enjoying coffee with friends and 
spending time with Love Bug, her pug.

Please join The Arc of San Diego in welcoming Melanie 
Jewell, Area Director for East County Training Center 

and The Sol and Ruth Gerber Family Center.  Melanie 
comes to The Arc of San Diego from the Lourie Center for 
Children’s Social and Emotional Wellness, however she 
is no stranger to The Arc. Earlier in her career, Melanie 
worked for The Arc of Montgomery County, in Maryland.  

Melanie is enjoying getting to know her teams and 
is excited to nurture and grow the teams at the two 
sites, create efficiencies and further develop the day 
program for sustainability in the future.  She believes 
this is possible through relationship building inside and 
outside the organization, mentoring staff, utilizing process 
improvement and employee engagement strategies, and 
refining or redesigning current quality control systems, 
where needed.

Melanie holds a degree in Music Therapy with a minor in 
Psychology from Shenandoah College and Conservatory 
of Music, now known as Shenandoah University. In her 
free time, Melanie enjoys hiking and displaying her 
talents, including singing barbershop.  

Introductions: Getting to Know...
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Fashionable for a Cause

The Arc of San Diego’s Winter Wonderland Fashion Show & Luncheon brought together some of San Diego’s 
most fashionable and philanthropic citizens at the Hilton San Diego Bayfront Hotel. All funds raised from  

the event benefited The Arc of San Diego and its life-enhancing services for children and adults with disabilities.

Guests enjoyed a silent auction and holiday shopping vendor boutique upon arrival followed by a luncheon  
and runway show produced by Style Personality Leonard Simpson. TV Talkshow Host and Former News  
Anchor Aimee Fuller emceed the event which included a live auction hosted by auctioneer Clint Bell.  

Winter Wonderland was made possible by event chairs Maria Stanley and her daughters, Cici Drummond, 
Mariel Filippone and Malissa Sanfilippo. The event was sponsored by Barona Band of Mission Indians,  
Norma Hidalgo-del Rio, RPh, Dr. Howard and Barbara Milstein, U.S. Bank, and Leo and Emma Zuckerman.

FASHION SHOW & LUNCHEON

Fashion show producer Leonard Simpson, daughter 
Brittany Shiperly, grandson Carter James Shiperly 
and event emcee Aimee Fuller

Auctioneer Clint Bell and Maggie Watkins
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Fall 2021

Jeanne Jones, 
Mayor of 
Coronado 
Richard Bailey, 
Phyllis Parrish, 
Cheryl Mitchell, 
Roxi Link

Barbara and Dr. Howard Milstein

Event Chairs Malissa Sanfilippo, Mariel Filippone, 
Maria Stanley, and Cici Drummond

Guests enjoying a toast

Holly Carney, Laura Applegate, Robert Kenyon, Dee Ammon

Models on runway during fashion show
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Spotlight: Las Patronas

At The Arc of San Diego, we provide our clients with 
the support to empower their lives and achieve their 

goals by encouraging self-advocacy, self-awareness, and 
engagement. Thanks to a generous donation provided by 
Las Patronas, we now have upgraded equipment to provide 
clients with remote services. 

Las Patronas has a long history of giving to The Arc of San 
Diego and we are honored to have been selected to be the 
beneficiary of a 2021 Spring Minor Grant. This grant funded 
15 new, state-of-the-art Dell OptiPlex 5480 All-in-One BTX 
Desktop Computers that staff can use to provide remote 
services to our clients who are not on-site. This will ensure 
they can continue receiving support even if they are offsite. 
These computers are being utilized in five of our locations 
throughout San Diego County.

“The Arc of San Diego is honored to be selected by Las 
Patronas to receive this tremendous contribution,” said 
Anthony J. DeSalis, Esq., President & CEO. “Remote services 
are essential to the well-being of those we serve, and this 
generous grant will help us continue to provide remote 
services to those who are unable to receive services on-site.” 

Las Patronas is committed to providing financial assistance 
to nonprofit organizations in San Diego County that 
provide valuable community services in the areas of 
health, education, social services, and cultural arts, and to 
continuing our tradition of service to enhance the quality of 
life in our community. 

Since 1946, Las Patronas has donated more than $21 
million to over a thousand charitable institutions in San 
Diego. Funding is granted to nonprofit organizations 
whose mission and reach will have the greatest impact 
on the citizens within the San Diego community. With its 
philanthropic partners, both the sponsors and the nonprofit 
organizations, Las Patronas creates meaningful connections 
that touch countless lives and make San Diego a better 
place to live for everyone.

Remote learning via these computers helps improve the 
overall physical, mental health, and well-being of those we 
serve. This provide opportunities for a greater number of 
clients to benefit from inclusion, awareness, engagement, 
and independence through technology. It also helps them 
develop stronger communication skills. 

We are grateful for support from Las Patronas to ensure 
that we are able to continue providing music therapy, art 
workshops, media literacy, self-advocacy, yoga, Taekwondo, 
aerobics, cooking, social circle, karaoke, garden class, and 
Zumba online for our clients. This is not Las Patronas first 
time partnering with The Arc and we are incredibly grateful 
for their continued support. We look forward to working 
with Las Patronas for many years to come!

Thanks to a 2021 
Spring Minor Grant, 
Las Patronas funded 
15 new, state-of-
the-art Dell Desktop 
Computers that Arc of 
San Diego staff can 
use to provide remote 
services to our clients 
who are not on-site.
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The Arc of San Diego Earns 
Three-Year CARF Accreditation

All Fore The Arc of San Diego 

The Kurtin Family

T he Arc of San Diego recently earned a Three-Year 
Accreditation from the Commission on Accreditation 

of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF), valid through May 31, 
2024.

Based on the recent survey by CARF review process 
that evaluated The Arc of San Diego’s Community 
Employment Services Job Development, Employment 
Supports, and Organizational Employment Services.

“The Arc of San Diego is proud to announce its three-year 
accreditation,” says Anthony J. DeSalis, Esq., President 
& CEO of The Arc of San Diego. “This achievement 
recognizes our continued excellence as an industry leader 
that provides the highest level of service for both our 
business partners and those we serve in the San Diego 
community.”

Among the many areas commended by the report are The 
Arc of San Diego’s use of technology, especially during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. According to the survey, “The 
Arc reacted swiftly to set up essential remote supports for 

T he 29th Annual Arc San Diego Foundation Invitational 
Holiday Golf Tournament, held at The Santaluz Club 

on December 13, 2021 was a great success! More than 
120 golfers took to the links to support The Arc of San 
Diego. Proceeds from the tournament contributed to 
holiday gifts for clients, wheelchair accessible vans, and 
Our Place, The Arc of San Diego’s wellness program 
that provides adaptive yoga, fitness, nutrition and 
wellness classes. The event is spearheaded by Arc San 
Diego Foundation board member Jon Kurtin, who had 
the idea to host a golf tournament in 1993 when he 
realized that many clients did not receive holiday gifts. 
He rallied his friends and fellow golf enthusiasts to raise 
funds, brightening the holiday season for clients at The 
Arc of San Diego. We are grateful to The Kurtins for their 
dedication and generosity. Thank you to everyone who 
attended, sponsored and supported the event!

its clients and provide necessary training and education 
in their use and value.” Also noted was the dedication, 
respect and professionalism demonstrated by The Arc of 
San Diego’s staff, stating that “they are supportive and 
effective and also extend themselves beyond assigned 
responsibilities to contribute to the overall mission.”

The mission of CARF is to promote the quality, value, 
and optimal outcomes of services through a consultative 
accreditation process and continuous improvement 
services that center on enhancing the lives of persons 
served.

CARF International has surveyed hundreds of thousands of 
programs throughout North and South America, Europe, 
Africa, and Asia since it was founded as an independent, 
nonprofit accreditor in 1966.



For people with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities

The Arc of San Diego
Providing services for people with disabilities and their families since 1951

3030 Market Street, San Diego, CA 92102-3230 
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Congratulations!
SAN DIEGO BUSINESS JOURNAL 

2021 
NONPROFIT & CORPORATE 

CITIZENSHIP AWARDS
FINALISTS

ANTHONY J. DESALIS, ESQ. 
Nonprofit Executive of the Year

JULIE LYON  
Volunteer of the Year

ANTHONY J. DESALIS, ESQ.
President & CEO,  
The Arc of San Diego

JULIE LYON
Board Chair, The Arc of  
San Diego’s North County 
Chapter Advisory Board

If you are: dedicated, passionate, 
and want to make a difference, 
join our team! 

Now Hiring!

For more information, 
call 619-685-1175 or 

email info@arc-sd.com


